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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: INDOCHINESE REFUGEES ON BOARD M/V SEA FORTUNE 

REF: HONGKONG 2411 

1 . INFORMATION CONCERNING FOUR REFUGEES ABOARD SEA 
FORTUNE WAS PASSED BY MISSION TO UNHCR BOAT CASE CONTROL 
OFFICER FEBRUARY 23. LATTER EXPRESSED GREAT APPRECIATION 
IN VIEW FACT UNHCR HAD BEEN ENDEAVORING MAKE CONTACT 
WITH SEA FORTUNE OVER PERIOD OF MONTHS, BUT UNABLE DO SO. 
INFORMATION CONCERNING OPERATORS OF VESSEL PARTICULARLY 
USEFUL THEY STATED. 

2. UNHCR CABLING ITS REPRESENTATIVE (KEVIN LYONETTE) IN 
BUENOS AIRES TODAY TO TAKE ACTION TO SECURE LANDING OF 
FOUR REFUGEES. 

3. COMMENT: PENDING DEPARTMENT'S AUTHORIZATION, MISSION 
SIMPLY PASSED INFORMATION WITHOUT REQUEST STATED PARA 4, 
REFTEL. HOWEVER, IN VIEW LYONETTE'S EXPREIENCE IN SUCH 
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MATTERS IT IS CONSIDERED LIKELY THAT HE WILL PROMPTLY 
INTERVENE WITH ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT TO REQUEST THAT 
REFUGEES BE AUTHORIZED FIRST ASYLUM IN ARGENTINA. END 
COMMENT. 

VANDEN HEUVEL 
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